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The aims of the Trust are:

· To enable southern African students from historically disadvantaged backgrounds to undertake postgraduate study at the University of Durham.
· To educate and inform students and staff at the University, as well as residents of the area, about educational and development issues in southern Africa.
· To raise funds to support these activities.
Southern Africa is defined for this purpose as comprising the following countries: Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Republic of South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
This report gives details of activities undertaken by the Trust in the year ending 31 July 2008 in pursuit of these aims.
The Studentship in 2007-08
The Ruth First Scholar this year was Peter Okeno Ong’are. Peter is from Kenya, where he gained a Diploma in Music from Daystar University (Nairobi) before moving to South Africa to continue his studies, obtaining an Honours degree in Music and Society from North-West University (Potchefstroom). He successfully took an MA in Music (Ethnomusicology), including a dissertation on methods of annotating the techniques of African drumming, which he hopes to publish. He intends to return to Durham to study for a PhD. Peter proved to be an active and inspirational presence in the Music Department, St Chad’s College, the University, the RFET and the local area. Ngoma Vuma UK, the African singing and drumming group he formed with students from St Chad’s, gave numerous performances in the University, the City of Durham and beyond. They provided the main entertainment — to great acclaim — at the RFET/DPET Banquet in May 2008. Peter also took part in workshops and performances in the Music Department, at local churches, and in Middlesbrough, Coventry and Oxford.
The Studentship in 2008-09
As a result of the widening of the scope of the Scholarship to cover the whole of southern Africa (agreed at the 2007 AGM), a large number of applications for the 2008-09 Scholarship was received. All the applications were made available to the shortlisting committee electronically, which allowed Bongani Ndimba and Owen Manda in South Africa to contribute to the process. The shortlist was considered by the full executive committee at a selection meeting in June 2008, and the Scholarship was offered to Ms Nomazile Chicho from Botswana, who will take an MSc in Public Policy & Health at Queen’s Campus — the first Ruth First Scholar to study in Stockton. Nomazile arrived in Durham at the end of September 2008 and moved into St Chad’s College accommodation at Trinity Hall. Further details about Nomazile can be found on the Trust’s website: http://www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust/thisyear.htm.

Past Ruth First Scholars

We continue to hear encouraging news from former Scholars. Mzwanele Tola (Community Studies & Youth Work 2005-06) is now District Manager in Central Karoo for the Western Cape Department of Agriculture. Owen Manda (MA Sociology 2003-04) has transferred his PhD to the University of Johannesburg, linked to a research post at the Centre for Sociological Research on a project investigating class formation and identity in the East Rand metal industry in the post-apartheid period. He visited Durham in June 2008 to give a research seminar at the School of Applied Social Sciences, and together with Peter Ong’are was treated to a tour of Durham Town Hall by the Mayor. Shari Daya (MA English, 2001-02), having completed her PhD at Durham, has moved back to South Africa with her husband to take up a lectureship in Human Geography at the University of Cape Town. Other details can be found on the website: http://www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust/former.htm. 
Events

The annual banquet organized jointly with the Durham Palestine Educational Trust was held on 17 May 2008 (later than usual as a result of the refurbishment of the Town Hall). Delicious food was prepared by various volunteers from both Trusts, local businesses donated prizes for a raffle, and the auction of skills and services was deployed again with great success. Music was coordinated and led by Peter Okeno Ong’are, featuring a talented jazz group during the meal, followed by an uplifting performance of African songs by Ngoma Vuma UK. The event was a great success, raising over £1800 for the Trust.

Peter Ong’are took part in a concert at St Nicholas’s church (Durham) by a singing group from Lesotho, and Ngoma Vuma UK also performed at St Nicholas’s. Mike Thompson gave a short talk about the RFET, leaflets were distributed and donations were received. A performance by Peter for children at All Saints’ church (Durham) also resulted in cash donations.
Cheryl McEwan once again took part in the Great North Run and raised funds for the Trust. Bill Bryson continues to be an enthusiastic supporter of the Trust. He met Peter in June 2008 and presented him with a copy of his latest book.
Finance

The accounts for the year 2007-08 will be tabled at the AGM by the Treasurer. Thanks to the continuing generosity and support of many people, not only current and retired staff of the university but also many other supporters from the community, the Trust’s accounts are in a healthy state. A sensible reserve is being maintained to ensure our ability to continue to provide a studentship every year, though determined efforts will need to be made in 2008-09 to find new sources of income. A studentship for 2009-10 has been advertised.

Annual grants are received from the City of Durham (£1500 per year) and the Durham branch of the National Union of Mineworkers (£500 per year). We are very grateful to both bodies for this continuing support, to Grenville Holland (currently Mayor of Durham) for his advice and encouragement, to the University of Durham for its commitment to awarding tuition fee scholarships to Ruth First Scholars, to the Departments that agree to provide teaching and supervision, and to St Chad’s College for its valuable contribution to supporting and integrating the Scholar each year.
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