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ANNUAL REPORT 2006–2007
The aims of the Trust are:

· To enable South African students from historically disadvantaged backgrounds to undertake postgraduate study at the University of Durham.
· To educate and inform students and staff at the University, as well as residents of the area, about educational developments in South Africa.
· To raise funds to support these activities.
This report gives details of activities undertaken by the Trust in 2006-07 in pursuit of these aims.
The Studentship in 2006-07
The Ruth First Scholar this year was Nolukanyo Galela, who works for Walter Sisulu University of Technology & Sciences as a Supplemental Instruction Supervisor. She registered for an MA in Education, and was the first Ruth First Scholar to be supported by St. Chad’s College, which provides subsidized accommodation and a welcoming environment intended to increase contact between the Scholar and the academic community. Unfortunately, a dispute with her employers over the conditions under which she took leave resulted in Kanyo having to return prematurely to South Africa, which meant that she was unable to complete her MA. In the future, Scholars who are in employment will be asked to provide written evidence that their employers have given permission for them to take leave of absence in order to take up the Scholarship, and that the conditions of such leave have been agreed. The Trust is nevertheless very grateful to the School of Education, which provided excellent academic and personal support, and to St. Chad’s College, which gave Kanyo a warm welcome.
The Studentship in 2007-08
The shortlist of applications for the 2007-08 Scholarship was considered by the full executive committee at a selection meeting in May 2007, and the Scholarship was offered to Mr Peter Okeno Ong’are, who has obtained his Honours degree in Music and society from North-West University (Potchefstroom). Peter is from Kenya, where he gained a Diploma in Music from Daystar University (Nairobi) before moving to South Africa to continue his studies. The committee agreed unanimously, in line with the decision taken at the last AGM, that the award of the Scholarship to Peter would be a justifiable and welcome widening of the scope of the Trust’s remit. Peter arrived in Durham at the end of September 2007 and moved into St Chad’s College accommodation at Trinity Hall. He is keen to become involved in musical activities in Durham, and has started an African drumming group in St. Chad’s. Further details about Peter can be found on the website: http://www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust/thisyear.htm.

Past Scholars

We continue to hear encouraging news from past Ruth First Scholars. Mthoko Ntuli (MBA 2004-05) was promoted to a senior post in the Financial Aid Bureau at Mangosuthu Technikon in October 2006. Lucky Mzanywa (MSc Chemistry 2002-03) and Owen Manda (MA Sociology 2003-04) are both studying for PhDs in South Africa. Shari Daya (MA English Studies, 2001-02) completed her PhD in cultural geography at Durham under the supervision of Ash Amin and Cheryl McEwan, got married, and is working as a Research Associate in the Geography Department. Jack Monedi (MA International Studies 1999-2000) has returned to public service after a stint in the private sector: he is Director in the Department of Home Affairs based in the North-West Province (Mafikeng), and still lectures at the North-West University Graduate School on a part-time basis. Other details can be found on the RFET website: http://www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust/former.htm. 
Events

The Ruth First Lecture was given in October 2006 by Clare Short, former Secretary of State for International Development, who spoke to a large audience about a wide range of issues affecting Africa and urged students to get involved in good causes. Afterwards, she engaged in lively debate with students and staff at St. Chad’s College.
The annual banquet organized jointly with the Durham Palestine Educational Trust was held on 20 January 2007. Delicious food was prepared by various volunteers from both Trusts, local businesses donated prizes for a raffle, and the new auction format introduced the previous year — an auction of skills and services — was deployed again with great success. Music was provided by two student bands: classical music during the meal from Windy Gap, a wind quintet, then big-band jazz from Kinky Jeff and the Hatfield Swingers. The event was a great success, raising over £2100 for the RFET.

Cheryl McEwan once again took part in the Great North Run and raised funds for the Trust.
Members and supporters of the Trust were very sad to learn of the death of one of its founder members, Richard Brown, in June 2007. His funeral was attended by a large number of friends, family and former colleagues, and a tribute on behalf of both the RFET and DPET was delivered by Vin McIntyre.

Finance

The accounts for the year 2006-07 will be tabled at the AGM. Thanks to the continuing generosity and support of many people, not only current and retired staff of the university but also many other supporters from the community, the Trust’s accounts are in a healthy state. The early departure of Kanyo Galela brought a financial saving. A sensible reserve is being maintained, which should ensure our ability to provide a studentship every year. A studentship for 2008-09 is being advertised.

Annual grants are received from the City of Durham (£1500 per year) and the Durham branch of the National Union of Mineworkers (£500 per year). We are very grateful to both bodies for this continuing support, to Councillor Grenville Holland for his advice and encouragement, to the University of Durham for its commitment to waiving tuition fees for Ruth First Scholars, to the Departments that agree to provide teaching and supervision, and to St Chad’s College for its valuable contribution to supporting the Scholar.
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