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ANNUAL REPORT 2003–2004
The aims of the Trust are:

· To enable South African students from historically disadvantaged backgrounds to undertake postgraduate study at the University of Durham.
· To educate and inform students and staff at the University, as well as residents of the area, about educational developments in South Africa.
· To raise funds to support these activities.
This report gives details of activities undertaken by the Trust in 2003-04 in pursuit of these aims.
The Studentship in 2003-04
The Ruth First Scholar this year was Owen Manda, a graduate of Vista University with a BA (Hons) degree in Sociology. He was an enthusiastic and successful participant in the taught MA course in Research Methods (Sociology), making the most of the opportunity to link his studies here with work he had been doing in South Africa on HIV/AIDS issues. His thesis, entitled ‘A Complex Systems Approach to Understanding HIV/AIDS in South Africa’, uses ‘complex systems’ theory in a novel way to compare strategies used by governments in Brazil and South Africa to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS. An abstract of his thesis can be downloaded from the Trust’s website: http://www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust/manda.htm. This work will be extended in the PhD project that he is starting at the University of Stellenbosch. Owen made an impact at Durham as soon as he arrived, volunteering to take part in events run by the Students’ Union to raise HIV awareness and taking the University to task for not highlighting such issues in its postgraduate induction procedures.
The Studentship in 2004-05
Our advertising of the studentship to South African Universities produced 14 applications, from which a very strong shortlist of five was selected by a shortlisting sub-committee. The shortlist was considered by the full executive committee at a selection meeting in April 2004: since both of the front runners wished to do the MBA, both applications were forwarded to the Business School for consideration by them. The successful candidate agreed upon by both parties was Mthokozisi Emmanuel Ntuli, a graduate of Durban Institute of Technology, who is taking unpaid leave from his post as an administrator at Mangosuthu Technikon (Durban). Mthoko arrived in Durham on 14 September 2004 and moved into Ustinov College accommodation at Howlands Farm. He is keen to apply the knowledge and skills he gains from the MBA to his work in academic administration at Mangosuthu (and to get back home to his wife and two daughters). Further details about Mthoko and his plans will be posted on the website:
http://www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust/thisyear.htm.

Past Scholars

We continue to hear heartening news from past Ruth First Scholars. Lucky Mzanywa (MSc Chemistry 2002-03) was awarded an MSc in June 2004 for his thesis on groundbreaking work in the synthesis of polymers. The Trust was very grateful to his supervisor, Dr Ezat Khosravi, for the time and enthusiasm he put into supporting Lucky’s research. Shari Daya (MA English Studies, 2001-02) is continuing her PhD in cultural geography at Durham under the supervision of Ash Amin, and is planning fieldwork in India. Details of what their predecessors are doing can be found on the RFET website: http://www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust/former.htm.
Events

Professor Kader Asmal, South African Minister of Education, had agreed to give the Ruth First Lecture in 2002-03. Unfortunately, the international situation created by the Iraq war prevented Professor Asmal from travelling to the UK. The lecture was then rescheduled for late October 2003, but it turned out that he was unable to fit a visit to Durham into his schedule at that time. The South African High Commissioner in London, Lindiwe Mabuza, was a guest at the Durham Miners’ Gala in July 2004 and agreed to give the Ruth First Lecture for 2004-05 (9 November 2004 at 6.30 pm in Elvet Riverside 142, University of Durham).
The annual banquet organized jointly with the Durham Palestine Educational Trust was held on 21 February 2004. Delicious food was prepared by various volunteers from both Trusts, exotic clothes and artefacts were auctioned, local businesses donated prizes for a raffle, and dance music was provided by an excellent student band and Bongani Ndimba. The event did not raise quite as much money as the 2003 banquet but was nevertheless a success, raising £2942 in total, of which £1471 came to the RFET.

Two other events also raised useful amounts of money: a disco to mark 10 years of democracy in South Africa and a sponsored walk in Teesdale with the DPET.

Finance

The examined accounts for the year 2002-03 are attached. Thanks to the continuing generosity and support of many people, not only current and retired staff of the university but also many other supporters from the community, the Trust’s accounts are in a healthy position. A sensible reserve has now been built up, which should ensure our ability to provide a studentship every year. A studentship for 2005-06 will be advertised soon.

Thanks to the advice and intervention of Grenville Holland, the City of Durham reinstated its annual grant to the Trust (£750 per year). We are very grateful to the City of Durham and Durham City Arts for their continuing support, to the University of Durham for its commitment to waiving tuition fees for Ruth First Scholars, and to the Departments that agree to provide teaching and supervision.

Other Matters

The Ruth First Society was run this year by an energetic team of undergraduates who provided valuable support for RFET events. They have passed the job onto a friend, but it continues to prove difficult to generate substantial student involvement, and at the time of writing it is unclear whether the Ruth First Society will be fully functioning in 2004-05.
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