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ANNUAL REPORT 2002–2003

The aims of the Trust are:

· To enable South African students from historically disadvantaged backgrounds to undertake postgraduate study at the University of Durham.
· To educate and inform students and staff at the University, as well as residents of the area, about educational developments in South Africa.
· To raise funds to support these activities.
This report gives details of activities undertaken by the Trust in 2002-03 in pursuit of these aims.
The Studentship in 2002-03

The Ruth First Scholar in 2002-03 was Nceba Lucky Mzanywa, a graduate of the University of Fort Hare with a BSc (Hons) degree in Chemistry. The taught MSc course in which Lucky was interested was not available in that year, but fortunately the Chemistry Department was able to take him on as a research student in polymer chemistry. He investigated methods of improving the performance of polymers under the supervision of Dr Ezat Khosravi. The Trust is immensely grateful to Dr Khosravi for the expert and supportive supervision he provided. Lucky’s MSc thesis, submitted at the beginning of October 2003, is entitled ‘Ring Opening Metathesis Polymerisation of phenylnorborene dicarboxyimide derivatives’. According to Dr Khosravi, Lucky has made a valuable contribution to an ongoing project that will have important industrial applications, and the experience he has gained in Durham will be an excellent basis for doctoral research or employment in industry. Lucky also mentioned plans to become involved in an AIDS project in South Africa and an interest in investigating ways of improving the quality and marketing of locally-produced beer.

The Studentship in 2003-04

Our advertising of the studentship to South African Universities produced 19 applications, from which a very strong shortlist of six was selected by a shortlisting sub-committee. The shortlist was considered by the full executive committee at a selection meeting in April 2003, and after much debate the decision was made to offer the scholarship to Owen Manda, who graduated from Vista University in December 2002 with a BA Honours degree in Sociology. Owen arrived in Durham on 2 October 2003 and moved into Ustinov College accommodation on Old Elvet (very handy for the Sociology Department). He is taking the taught MA in Research Methods (Sociology), and plans to relate his dissertation to the work he has been doing in South Africa on HIV/AIDS issues. Owen has written a short statement about his work for the Trust’s website: http://www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust/thisyear.htm.

Past Scholars

We continue to hear heartening news from past Ruth First Scholars. Shari Daya (MA English Studies, 2001-02) has returned to Durham to take a PhD in cultural geography under the supervision of Ash Amin. Lulama Gomomo (LLM International and European Legal Studies, 2001) is a researcher at the Centre of Study of Violence and Reconciliation (CSVR), working on Police Integrity, Police Accountability and Witness Management Projects. She is also doing a doctorate in Law at the University of South Africa. Abraham (Abbey) Kgaile MA Education, 1997-98) is Chief Education Specialist in the School Management Directorate in the Free State. The Dean of the School of Education at the Inter-University Institute of Macau, Professor Keith Morrison, gave a series of workshops and lectures in the Free State organized by Abbey in 2003, and sent us this splendid endorsement of Abbey’s work: ‘The effect of Mr Kgaile’s Ruth First scholarship has been dramatic, not only on him but on the educational work of the schools in the Free State. It has had a MAJOR impact on educational improvement in the schools there, through Mr Kgaile. I hope that the Ruth First scholarship will continue, because it has already had a palpable effect in South Africa; it is too important to let slip.’

Events

A very distinguished speaker was lined up to give this year’s Ruth First Lecture: Professor Kader Asmal, South African Minister of Education. Unfortunately, the international situation created by the Iraq war prevented Professor Asmal from travelling to the UK. He then agreed to give the lecture in late October 2003, but we have recently learned that he will not be able to fit a visit to Durham into his schedule at that time. An alternative speaker will be sought, to ensure that a Ruth First Lecture is delivered in 2003-04.

The annual banquet organized jointly with the Durham Palestine Educational Trust was held on 1 March. Delicious food was prepared by various volunteers from both Trusts, exotic clothes and artefacts were auctioned, local businesses donated prizes for a raffle, and dance music was provided by the 10th Avenue Band and Bongani Ndimba. The event proved once again to be a big success, raising £4088 in total, of which £2044 came to the Trust.

Two other events also raised useful amounts of money: a jazz concert by Sandi Russell, followed by Bongani’s disco, to mark 9 years of democracy in South Africa (£309), and a sponsored walk in Teesdale with the DPET (£612).

Finance

The examined accounts for the year 2002-03 are attached. Thanks to the continuing generosity and support of many people, not only current and retired staff of the university but also many other supporters from the community, the Trust’s accounts are in a healthy position. A sensible reserve has now been built up, which should ensure our ability to provide a studentship every year. A studentship for 2004-05 will be advertised soon.

We are grateful to the City of Durham and Durham City Arts for their continuing support, to the University of Durham for its commitment to waiving tuition fees for Ruth First Scholars, and to the Departments that agree to provide teaching and supervision.

Promising discussions were held in April 2003 with Mooketsi Motsisi, who took an MBA at Durham a few years ago and is now a Partner at KPMG in Johannesburg specializing in corporate finance. He undertook to approach contacts in companies in South Africa with a view to persuading them to provide corporate sponsorship. He started work on this in July, and news of whether he has been successful is still awaited.

Other Matters

Following the transfer of control of Durham City Council from Labour to the Liberal Democrats, Councillor Grenville Holland was appointed in May as the Council’s representative on the Executive Committee of the Trust, replacing Mike Syer. The Trust thanks Councillor Syer for his support over many years and extends a warm welcome to his successor.

The Ruth First Student Society has been reactivated in October 2003 by an energetic new team with promising ideas for productive collaboration with the Trust.

